Apalachicola Basin Trails
Trail photos by Doug Alderson




First, about Apalachicola Riverkeeper and
the river basin. We are dedicated to the
protection, restoration and stewardship of the

Apalachicola River and Bay...



Apalachicola Riverkeeper... member of the
Waterkeeper Alliance and Waterkeepers Florida



Non-profit group with 2
full-time staff, 2 part-time
staff and 1,400 members.
Funded through member-
ships, donations and
foundations. Advocacy at
local, state and federal
levels is a priority.



Apalachicola-
Chattahoochee-Flint (ACF)
River Basin Ecosystem

19,600 Square Mile Watershed
spans 550 miles. Apalachicola
Basin is 15% of ACF Basin.

» 4 Geologic Provinces from
foothills of the Smoky Mountains
to Gulf of Mexico

e 3rd largest river draining to the
Gulf of Mexico. Impacting
Fisheries 250 Miles out into the
Eastern Gulf

« Sustains 8 Million+ People




Apalachicola-
Chattahoochee-Flint
(ACF) River Basin

e 3 States (AL, FL, GA)

e Chattahoochee River —- USACE
operates 5 Federal Reservoirs

 Lower Flint & Chipola Rivers -
breadbasket of the SE

» Water uses include: Hydropower,
Flood Control, Navigation, Ag,
M&l, Water Quality, Cooling,
Recreation



Primary Threat:

Impacts of low water
on oysters and
livelihoods...



Floodplain
Impacts:

4.3 million trees
lost, impacting bay
and tupelo honey
production...

Addressing
problems through
legal challenges,
regional
stakeholder
groups, outreach
and public
education






East River, Douglas Slough and Spider’s Cut will be opened up after
being choked off by past dredging practices, reconnecting the sloughs to
the main channel during times of low flow. Water will push out into the

floodplain during high flows.






Microplastics and water quality sampling and
analysis by staff and volunteers



Volunteer

River and bay
Clean-ups




Eco-educational Outings
on land and water!




Maps and guides on
website for paddling,
hiking and biking in
the Apalachicola Basin






Unique dwarf cypress forest in Tate’s Hell



More than 1,300 species of plants, including 103 that are threatened or endangered, are found in the Apalachicola
drainage basin. The basin is one of six biodiversity hotspots in North America.



More than 50 species of
mammals, including the
Florida black bear and
the threatened West
Indian Manatee, are
found in the Apalachicola
drainage basin.



More than 282 avian species, including 164 migratory bird species, reside for at least part of the year in the
Apalachicola floodplain and bay.



More than 131 species of fresh
and estuarine fish live in the
Apalachicola River, more varieties
than in any other river in Florida.
More than 140 species of fish are
found in the Bay.






30 federally threatened or endangered animal species inhabit the Apalachicola River Basin. Shown here: track of a
Florida black bear, Apalachicola dusky salamander, fat three ridge mussel shells.















Hickory Landing along Owl Creek



Devon Creek






Paddling upper Kennedy Creek









Brown water snake on
Kennedy Creek










South Prong



Paddling South Prong









Access at Cash Creek















West Arm of the Dead Lakes



Lower Dead Lakes







Ocheesee Pond









Merritt's Mill Pond









View of Alum Bluff along Blueway









RiverTrek kayakers taking a swim break along the Blueway







Along the Garden of Eden Trail






Torreya State Park trails















Gap Point

Gap Point






www.apalachicolariverkeeper.org
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